[Effect of felodipine on the expression of NF-kappaB in rat model of atherosclerosis].
To investigate the possible mechanism of felodipine on experimental atheroselerosis formation in rats. The rat model of atherosclerosis was established by the methods of intraperitoneal injection of Vitamin D3 and high-fat diet. Thirty male SD rats were randomly divided into normal group, atherosclerosis model group and felodipine treating group. At the end of 6 weeks, the expression of NF-kappaB (nuclear transcription fator-kappaB) in endothelial cells and smooth muscle cells of aorta were determined. The positive rates of NF-kappaB in both atherosclerosis model group and felodipine treating group (46.59+/-5.68, 20.47+/-1.97) were higher than that of normal group (4.38+/-1.07, P<0.01). The expression of NF-kappaB in atherosclerosis model group was higher than that of felodipine treating group (P<0.01). The mechanism of felodipine in relieving atheroselerosis may correlate with the inhibition of NF-kappaBp65 activation.